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If you're asking "how much does a Core Drilling Rig cost in Australia,” you're likely caught between budget
constraints and the need for reliable equipment. This guide cuts through the confusion with updated pricing,
hidden costs to watch for, and 3 proven strategies to maximize your ROI.

Breaking Down Core Drilling Rig Pricesin Australia

The price per piece for new core drilling rigs in Australia ranges from AUD $15,000 to $80,000+, depending
on power type (electric vs. diesel), depth capacity (50m to 300m+), and brand. Used units start at AUD $8,500
for older models.

What's Driving the Costs?

1. Local vs. Imported Machines

Australian-made rigs like Corematic cost 12-18% more than Chinese imports (e.g., Sandrill, Haryoo) but offer
faster service support. A 2024 industry report shows 63% of mining companies prefer local suppliers despite
higher upfront costs.

2. Energy Efficiency Requirements
New WA regulations mandate Tier 4 diesel engines, adding AUD $3,200-$7,500 to rig prices. Solar hybrid
models now command a 22% premium but reduce fuel costs by up to 40% annually.

How to Get the Best Quotation
Timing Matters: Prices drop 5-7% in May-June (pre-financial year sales)

Bulk Deals: Ordering 3+ units? Expect 8-15% discounts from major suppliers like Ausdrill or Boart Longyear

Case Study: Central Queensland Mining Co.
By combining government rebates (AUD $4,500 per electric rig) with a 2-year maintenance package, they cut
total ownership costs by 29% compared to their 2022 diesel fleet.

Y our 4-Step Buying Checklist
Confirm depth requirements (+20% buffer)
Compare 3+ supplier quotes (watch for "site prep” charges)

Check warranty transfer options
Negotiate trial periods (7-10 days standard)
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Major suppliers now offer ROI calculators - Delta Machinery's tool shows a 16-month payback period for
their AUD $48,900 X-Series rig under typical 6-day/week use.

Looking ahead, rising copper exploration in South Australia (up 37% Y oY) and infrastructure projects like
Snowy Hydro 2.0 are pushing demand - get your quote locked before September's seasonal price hikes.
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