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Looking for second-hand DTH drilling rig prices in South Africa? You're not alone. Over 72% of mining and
construction companies now prefer refurbished equipment to cut costs. Let's break down what you need to
know about costs, trusted suppliers, and how to avoid rookie mistakes.

Why South Africa's Mining Sector Demands Affordable Rigs

South Africa's mining industry contributed 7.3% to GDP in 2023, with 63 active diamond and platinum
projects. But with new DTH rigs costing $250,000+ (R4.6 million), contractors are turning to second-hand
drilling rigsto stay profitable. A 2024 survey shows:

Refurbished rig prices start at $85,000 (R1.5 million) - 66% cheaper than new units
German-made Atlas Copco units retain 80% productivity after 5,000 hours
Chinese suppliers like SANY offer rigs at $68,000 with 1-year warranties

The Hidden Problem With Cheap Deals
Last year, a Limpopo contractor lost R800,000 buying a "discounted” rig that failed within 3 months. Why?
They ignored three critical factors:

Missing maintenance records
Unverified engine hours
No local service support

Used doesn't mean unreliable - it means smart verification. That's where our buying guide comesin.

2025 Price Benchmarks: What Y ou'll Actually Pay
Current price lists show tiered options:

Basic Tier: $65,000-$90,000 (Used Chinese models)
Mid-Tier: $120,000-$160,000 (Refurbished Sandvik/Boart Longyear)
Premium Tier: $180,000+ (Low-hour Epiroc rigs under warranty)

Johannesburg-based Drills Africareports 22% faster ROl when buyers pair rigs with service contracts. Always
ask for quotation documents showing: hourly usage, parts replaced, and compliance with Mine Health &
Safety Act standards.

How to Lock In the Best Supplier Deals

Cape Town's Rig Rescuers helped a client save R2.1 million using this checklist:
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Verify VIN numbers against OEM databases
Test hydraulic pressure at 250-300 bar capacity
Confirm availability of SA-based technicians

Top suppliers like Guangzhou DTH Equipment now offer R150,000 trade-in bonuses for older rigs. Others
provide wholesale pricing for 3+ unit purchases.

Still unsure? Cross-reference listed prices with recent Ritchie Bros auction results - a 2023 Sandvik DP1500i
sold for 38% below market value in Krugersdorp. With proper due diligence, your next second-hand DTH
drilling rig could fund itself within 14 months of hard rock drilling.
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