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Looking for a second-hand engineering drilling rig price in the United Kingdom? You're not alone. With new

rigs costing upwards of GBP250,000, contractors and small businesses are increasingly turning to used

equipment to cut costs without sacrificing performance. In this guide, we'll break down current market prices,

hidden fees to watch for, and how to secure high-quality rigs at wholesale rates.  

Current Second-Hand Engineering Drilling Rig Prices in the UK  

As of 2024, prices for used engineering drilling rigs in the UK range from GBP45,000 to GBP120,000. Key

factors include:  

  

  Depth capacity: Rigs rated for 100-200 meters cost 15-30% less than models with 500+ meter capabilities.  

  Brand reputation: Bauer, Sandvik, and Atlas Copco rigs retain 60-70% of their value after 5 years.  

  Location: Rigs sourced directly from Germany or China often sell 10-20% cheaper than UK-based stock.  

  

Why Are Contractors Choosing Used Rigs?  

A 2023 UK construction survey revealed that 73% of buyers prioritize ROI over brand-new equipment. Case

in point: Exeter-based GeoDrill Ltd. saved GBP35,000 by purchasing a refurbished 2019 Sandvik DX800 rig

from a Frankfurt supplier. With new Brexit-related import delays affecting 40% of UK machinery orders,

pre-owned stock avoids 3-6 month wait times.  

How to Get a Competitive Price Quotation  

Follow these steps to avoid overpaying:  

  

  Request service logs and maintenance certificates to verify mechanical condition.  

  Compare price per piece across platforms like Machinery Trader, eBay Industrial, and Euro Auctions.  

  Negotiate bulk discounts when buying multiple rigs - suppliers often slash 5-12% off total costs.  

  

Hidden Costs in the Second Hand Drilling Rig Market  

Watch out for GBP2,000-GBP8,000 in additional fees:  

Example: A Leeds buyer recently paid GBP78,000 for a "ready-to-use" rig, only to spend GBP6,200 replacing

worn hydraulic pumps. Always budget 7-10% for unforeseen repairs. Check warranties - trusted UK suppliers

like HeavyMach UK offer 6-12 month coverage on refurbished units.  

2024 Market Trends: Where to Find the Best Deals  

With China's construction slowdown, over 1,200 used engineering drilling rigs flooded global markets in Q1

2024. UK buyers can capitalize through:  
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  Government VAT exemptions for eco-friendly retrofits (up to GBP15,000 savings).  

  Auction platforms offering rigs at 20-35% below dealer prices.  

  

Final Tips for Your Purchase  

Connect directly with European suppliers via TradeKey or Alibaba to bypass UK markups. For time-sensitive

projects, consider local rental-to-own agreements - companies like Speedy Hire offer flexible terms with 70%

buyout discounts after 24 months. Always verify CE certification and emissions compliance to avoid

GBP5,000+ fines under UKCA post-Brexit regulations.  

Still debating between new vs. second-hand engineering drilling rigs? Join industry forums like PlantTalk UK

to compare real-world cost breakdowns from 2024 buyers. With smart sourcing, your next rig could cut

upfront costs by 50-65% while meeting project demands.
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