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Need a second-hand piston diesel air compressor but confused about prices in the United Kingdom? You're
not alone. Over 60% of UK contractors now buy used equipment to cut costs - but getting reliable price per
piece data is tougher than ever. Let's break down what you need to know.

UK Price Trends: What Buyers Actually Pay
Used piston diesel compressorsin the UK currently sell for GBP1,800 to GBP6,500 depending on:

Power output (5-20 CFM models most common)
Brand (Atlas Copco vs generic Chinese imports)
Service history (90% of buyers demand maintenance records)

Real-World Case: Manchester Contractor Saves 40%

JD Construction bought a refurbished 15 CFM unit from a Glasgow supplier for GBP3,200 - 60% below new
prices. Their ROI came in 8 months through rental income. "We compared 6 quotations,” says site manager
Tom Rigby. "Chinese models looked cheaper initially, but German-rebuilt units had better resale value."

2024 Market Shifts Changing Y our Costs

Brexit tariffs pushed new compressor prices up 22% since 2022 (UK Construction Equipment Association
data). This turbocharged demand for used models, especially diesel types popular in remote sites. But watch
these cost factors:

Diesel prices: GBP1.45/L averagein UK vs EUR1.32 in Germany
New DEFRA emissions rules - 30% of pre-2015 models now non-compliant
Shipping fees. GBP200-GBP600 for units from EU suppliers

Smart Buying Guide: Get the Best Deals
Want to avoid the 37% of buyers who regret their used compressor purchase? Follow this checklist:
Check hour meters - under 4,000 engine hours preferred

Verify UKCA/CE certifications for resale eligibility
Ask suppliers for demo videos - top dealers like CompressTech UK provide these

Pro Tip: Bulk Buy Discounts Exist
Need multiple units? Birmingham wholesaler Plant4Hire offers 15% off when purchasing 3+ compressors.
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Their recent price list showed 10 CFM models at GBP2,499 each vs GBP2,940 single-unit cost.

Ready to move? Compare at least 3 supplier quotes. And remember - a GBP3,000 compressor with full
service history beats a GBP2,200 "as-is" unit needing GBP1,500 repairs. Prices shift weekly, so act fast when
you spot value.
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